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FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK 


Late again,..with our apologies, ‘The pace of work on the Temple of 
the Annunciation (see Agape Cotimunity Notes) left everything else in 
such a state of disarray at the Community that the production of this 
issue had to be postponed far past its planned publication date. We 
rejoice in the continuing trickle of new subscriptions which seems an 
indication that LIVING ORTHODOXY is indeed proving to be a meaningful 
addition to the rather meager group of English-language periodicals 
committed to the propagation of the historic true Orthodox Christian 
Faith. May the Lord continue to bless the work! The following items 
would be most valuable additions to the equipment at the St. John of 
Kronstadt Press---permitting more efficient production of LIVING OR- 
THODOXY and other publications: a 4-6KW power plant (needed so that 
the Press can be moved from its present distant location to a build- 
ing near the Temple and other Community buildings); a Davidson 241 
or similar press (vacuum feed, positive impression control, chain de- 
livery), which would greatly upgrade our printing quality and make 
possible the printing of halftones---which at present must be done 
elsewhere; a small (10"x15" or larger) plateburner; parts (Jens, bel- 
lows, racks, vacuum back) for a process camera; a heavy-duty paper- 
cutter. If these items could be acquired, the Press would be equip- 
ped to do all its own work---eliminating a lot of travel and work- 
time away from the Community. 


FROM OUR READERS... 


Please allow me to express a triple congratulations. 

(1) Let me congratulate you on the steadily improving format of 
LIVING ORTHODOXY, and the increasing interest of the articles it con- 
tains. I really admire your dedication expressed through the produc- 
tion of this excellent magazine---not to mention your financial cou- 
rage, since---like us---you are always teetering on the edge of 'go- 
ing broke’. 

(2) With all my heart I would Like to congratulate you on your 
adoption of the legitimate Church calendar, I am sure that from va- 
rious quarters you will receive complaints and protests for this step, 
but there can be no valid objection to returning to the ways of our 
Fathers---the only ways whereon the signposts to salvation are placed. 
Just remind the people who protest to you that the ‘calendar question! 
is only a minor thing that if it is so minor---why then are they mak- 
ing such a major production out of it? We should all seriously 

(cont'd. page 22) 


Right Reverend and Dear Pather Donald: 


We should like to compliment you officially on the job you are doing with your 
publication Living Orthodoxy. Believe me, if We or the Church were in a position 
to subsidize you, it would be Our wish to make Living Orthodoxy one of 

Official Publications of this Jurisdictiont 


Tt 1s only natural that when one writes and speaks what we believe to be the 
whole Truth about the "right worshipping, true believing comunity," controversy 
should arise. Of course, we can't expecteveryone to agree with what we say and 
believe, but all Americans should defend our right to say it. 


Because of the recent controversy engendered by an article appearing in the July 
issue ("Why "Eastern' Orthodox"), and because We support your position whole- 
heartedly, We are now directing you to publish Living 0: under Our Inprima 
tur (using the sane format as is found in The Sacramental Life). We should like 

to see this accomplished as soon as possibl 


‘This privilege of the Imprimatur shall continue to be in force until such tine 
{Af ever) that both We and/or the Holy Synod shall determine that you are pub 
pg-anything heretical or contrary to the fullness of the Holy Orthodox Faith. 


eictiecaen Sette 
tS Sm 


Servant in Christ 


UIII1 3- Bamenes, Bishop of Gortnya 
'S. Ariadne, Martyr of Phrygia 


18 September AD 1979 (Naw Style): Postfeast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cros: 


CALENDAR 


Sun, Nov. 12/25: PENTECOST XXIV 
Mon, Nov. 13/26: St. John Chrysostom 

Tue. Nov. 14/27: Apostle Philip 

Wed. Nov, 15/28: NATIVITY FAST BEGINS 

Thu. Nov, 16/29: Apostle & Evangelist Matthew F/W/o 
Sun. No 19/De 2: PENTECOST xxv 

Tue, No 21/De 4: ENTRY OF THE MOST HOLY THEOTOKOS 


INTO THE TEMPLE F/W/0 

Sun, No 26/De 9: PENTECOST XXVI; St. Innocent of Alaska 
Thu, No 30/De 13: Apostle Andrew FM/O 
Sun. Dec. 3/16: PENTECOST XXVIT 
Tue. Dec. 5/18: St. Sabbas the Sanctified F/W/O 
Wed. Dec, 6/19: St. Nicholas of Myra w/o 
Sun. Dec, 10/23: PENTECOST XXVIII 
Tue. Dec, 12/25: St. Herman of Alaska F/W/0 
Wed, Dec, 13/26: Martyrs Eustratius, Auxentius, Eugene, 

Mardarius & Orestes at Sebaste w/o 
Sun. Dec. 17/30: PENTECOST XXIX; Sunday of the Holy forefathers 
Wed. De 20/Ja St. John of Kronstadt w/o 


Sun. De 24/Ja 6: PENTECOST XXX; Sunday of the Holy Fathers; 
Eve of Nativity 

THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD JESUS 

Fast-free period begins 

2nd day; Synaxis of the Theotokos 

3rd day; Protomartyr Stephen 

PENTECOST XXXI; Sunday after Nativity; Commemora- 
tion of Joseph the Betrothed, David the King, and 
James the Brother of the Lord 


Mon. De 25/Ja 


Tue, De 26/Ja 
Wed. De 27/Ja 
Sun, De 31/Ja 13 


During the Nativity Fast (beginning Wed. 15/28 Nov.) meat, eggs, dai- 
ry products, fish, wine and oil are not used, with the following ex- 
ceptions: wine and of] are allowed on all Saturdays, Sundays, Tues- 
days and Thursdays except the Thursday before the Nativity (21 Dec.); 
fish is allowed on all Saturdays and Sundays except those next be- 
fore the Nativity (23/24 Dec.); fish, wine and oil are also allowed 
upon festivals as indicated in the calendar above. During the fast- 
free period following the feast of the Nativity, no restrictions are 
Placed upon foods on any day of the week. 


SAINTS AND HEROES OF THE FAITH: Abp. Anthony of Voronezh 


The following brief account of the life of Abp. Anthony and éxcerpt 
from his Precepts are offered in hope that they may encourage some of 
‘our readers to aaquire the 1978 volune of ORTHODOX LIFE (address and 

details in 'Worthy to be Read...', p. 18) wherein may be found a more 
ample life and the full text of the Precepts. 


Born of a village priest in the district of Poltava on the feast 
of St. Abraham of Rostov in 1773, the future Abp. Anthony soon began 
his training under the auspices of the Church. At the age of 23 he 
entered upon the monastic life and was soon tonsured with the name 
Anthony (his baptismal name had been Abraham) in consequence of a 
dream-vision which had occurred his first night in the monastery, in 
which he had received the Holy Communion from St. Anthony. Soon or- 
dained to the diaconate and only three years later to the priesthood, 
Anthony gave himself up to strenuous ascetic labors, spending whole 
nights in prayer, wearing a hair shirt and sleeping on boards, fore- 
going the common meals to which he was entitled and giving nearly all 
his food to the poor. Over the following years he was elevated to 
the abbacy of the Near Caves Lavra, then to the rank of archimandrite. 
In 1826 he was made bishop of Voronezh. 

In the course of his episcopacy, Abp. Anthony was blessed to be 
the supervisor of the discovery of the incorrupt relics of two saints 
who had preceded him in the district: those of St. Mitrofan and of 
St. Tikhon of Zadonsk. In both cases the uncovering of the relics 
was necessitated by work being done on the churches in which they 
were buried. The discovery of such incorrupt relics---often in the 
most inhospitable of places (the lid and sideboards of the coffin of 
St. Tikhon had rotted away, but the bottom board, relics and episco- 
pal vestments were intact)---is almost a commonplace in the annals of 
the true Church of Christ. But it is a commonplace which never ceases 
to give rise to awe and wonder at the mysteries of God. It may also 
well give pause to those of a 'modern' temperament who, in quite un- 
derstandable reaction against the insanities of the burial-business, 
would regard the lifeless body as just a piece of garbage to be dis- 
posed of as efficiently as possible. 

Viadyka Anthony was distinguished throughout his life by his ar- 
dent concern for the poor and needy of his diocese, and especially 
for those studying in the seminaries---who were almost invariably ve- 
ry poor. His humility made him question his ability to administer 
his diocese, and his ascetic bent made him desire retirement to a 

_ (cont'd. next page) 


monastery, From this he was prevented by the intervention of an au- 
ditory 'vision' of St. Mitrofan, who told him: 'To be a bishop means 
to be crucified with Christ on the cross. A bishop does not go down 
from the cross but is taken up and away. The Lord sees your labors 
and helps you with His grace.... You want to move away and retire to 
Kiev. And when you are left there on your own, what will you do? 
Those infirmities will be with you, but the Helper will not. Do you 
trust in your own strength?’ All who would shrink from their duties 
in the Body of Christ on account of their weakness, infirmity, or per- 
sonal needs---take note! 

Viadyka Anthony's life came to an end in 1846, on December 20. 
As is so often the case with those of holy life, it was an end long 
foreseen and well-prepared, peaceful and quiet, surrounded by his spi- 
ritual children, MEMORY ETERNAL! 


Something of the spiritual heritage of Archbishop Anthony comes to us 
‘in his Precepts---reminiscences of his teachings collected by hte dis. 
ciples. We offer here only one paragraph: ON READING THE LIVES OF 
THE SAINTS. 

Archbishop Anthony sometimes took the topics of his conversations 
from visible subjects. On one accasion the material for his talk was 
taken from the portrait of Michael, Metropolitan of St. Petersburg, 
which hung in his cell, The Archbishop said of Metropolitan Michael: 
twhen this famous hierarch was in Kiev, he spoke, among other things, 
of the importance of the lives of the saints. He that has not yet 
read the lives of the saints has not read much of value. For there 
graceful virtues appear in bright forms; there the Gospel truth shines 
forth in examples; there examples are to be found which lead one to 
a holy life, From the lives of the saints we perceive with greater 
clarity the invisible world where Christ our God, the Sun of Righte- 
ousness, shines. What significance do the works of worldly sages 
have in comparison to the works of St. Dimitry? What are those vain 
philosophizings and incredible fictions beside the lofty truths which 
sparkle like precious stones in these holy writings? The reading of 
idle works leads to error, to deception, to a sinful life, but the 
reading of the lives of those who have pleased God contains all that 
is necessary for our salvation, temporal happiness and eternal bless- 
edness. The lives of the saints teach us how to fulfill the command- 
ments of the Lord. The Lord said in the Gospel: ‘Take my yoke upon 
you, and learn of Me; for I am meek and lowly in heart* (Matt 11:29). 
What do meekness and lowliness mean, and how are we adorned by these 
virtues? Read the lives of the saints. The saints, those earthly 
angels and heavenly men, will teach you. Seiad 
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REVIEWS AND NOTES 


Books received for review from other presses will be noted or re~ 
viewed in extenso in LIVING ORTHODOXY as space permits. In addition, 
selected material recently acquired and found of value by staff mem- 
bere will be reviewed. Reviews are specifically written from the 
standpoint of the Faith, and materials will be selected for reviev 
on the basie of their apparent value for Life and growth in Holy Or- 
thodozy. Materials for review should be addressed to The St. John 
of Kronstadt Press, Rt. 1 Box 17L, Liberty, TN 37095, 80 identified. 


THE CALENDAR QUESTION, The Rev. Fr. Basile Sakkas. Under the form of 
@ memorandum addressed to one of the bishops of the Synod of Bishops 
of the Russian Orthodox Church Outside of Russia, Fr. Sakkes presents 
a detailed. and comprehensive review of the components, historical and 
theological, of the ‘calendar problem', Perhaps of most singular va~ 
jue is his clear exposition (and repeated insistence upon) of the 
perniciousness of the form of argumentation which says that some tra- 
dition or other is not ‘essential’, not part of the dogma of the 
Church---and so subject to whimsical variation in accord with the cur- 
rents of the moment. For those whose commitment to 'modernism' is 
greater than their commitment to the historic Tradition of the Church, 
the book will be only an irritant. But for those who deeply seek a 
life in the universal Body of Christ, it perhaps should be recuired 
reading---not so much perhaps because of its elucidation of the rami- 
fications of the calendar problem itself, as for the underlying ecc- 
lesiology which it reveals. An intriguing appended article by the 
late Very Rev. Boris Molchanov concerning the mathematical relation- 
ships amongst Church, lunar and Gregorian calendars, and the conse- 
quences of attempts at calendrical compromise, is well worth the 
short while it takes to read and understand it. Finally, there is 
appended an account of the miraculous appearance of the sign of the 
Cross in the sky over Athens during the all-night vigil on the Feast 
of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross (as fixed by the Church, not the 
"new" calendar) in 1925, Published by Holy Trinity Monastery, Jor~ 
danville, NY 13361, the book may be ordered from them or from the 
Synodal Bookstore, 75 E. 93rd St., New York, NY 10028, for $1.40. 


THE TEACHING OF THE HOLY PATHERS ON ILLNESS, “ikodemos Orthodox Pub- 
lication Society, PO Box 372, Etna, CA 96027, $1.55. The latest in 
a series-of booklets condensing the teachings ~* the Fathers on 


various matters, this lives up to its predecessors as a valuable sy- 
nopsis and companion, Liberally sprinkled with direct quotations fron 
the Fathers, the work is a useful preparation for all of us who may 
be in the future called upon to suffer a serious illness, It will 
well assist all who would more fully understand the true teaching of 
the Church concerning illness, and might well be given to those who 
indeed suffer...not as a soppy consolation, but as a strengthening 
tonic. 


THE WAY OF THE ASCETICS, Tito Colliander, St. Nectarios Press, Medi- 
na, WA 98039, 1977. Nicely printed and hardbound in a small pocket- 
and-bedside format, it would fall into that unfortunate class of 
‘Little devotional books' were it not for the solidity and meatiness 
of its content. Each of the chapters treats in a brief and pithy 
form some aspect of the true life of ascesis to which every Chris- 
tian is called. Relying on the experience of the: great souls of the 
Faith, phrased in a readily appreciated contemporary English, this 
is no book for the esoteric-minded...but rather a valuable companion 
for anyone who really seeks to live the true life of the Gospel, 
following in the footsteps of the Apostles and the Holy Fathers. Ob- 
tain from St. Nectarios Press, or from Nikodemos (address in pre- 
ceding review) for $3.85 ppd. 


ST, BERMAN'S CALENDAR 1980, St. Herman of Alaska Brotherhood, Platina, 
CA 96076, $5.00. Haven't seen this year's edition yet, but this is 
the only complete calendar we know of in English. The Calendar fol- 
lows the Church ("Old") Calendar, giving corresponding civil dates. 
The calendar of commemorations of the saints is extensive; Scripture 
readings are given for every day of the year according to the tradi- 
tional lectionary of the Church, Fast days and modifications are in- 
dicated for each day throughout the year. Indispensible for those 
who would seriously live the fulness of life of the Church. 


BLESSED PAISIUS VELICHXOVSKY I, from the same source, paperbound $12, 
hardbound $16, An excerpt fron this excellent work appeared in LIV- 
ING ORTHODOXY I3; others are planned for future nusber?. An invalu- 
able resource for understanding the genuine tradition of Orthodox 
spirituality, devoid of the watering-down and compromising which cha- 
racterizes much of what popular presses present as ‘eastern Christian 
spirituality.’ 


NOTES ALONG THE WAY: Reflections on the Beatitudes 


the reflections uhich follow are substantially a transcript of a se- 
ries of meditations delivered by Fr. Donald, pastor of Agape Conmi- 

nity, over the local radio station. While by intent fully within the 
Tradition of the Church, they are here presented not as the official 
teaching of Holy Church, but as part of a oontinuing attempt to fully 
realize the implications and demands of the Gospel for our oontempo- 
rary daily lives, 


A portion of the Gospel especially familiar to Orthodox Christ- 
ians---the Beatitudes---perhaps shares the fate of many other fami- 
liar words: all too easily we simply lef them go over our heads. 
Chanting or hearing them chanted each Sunday morning, we may well come 
to ignore the radical demand they place upon our lives, These words 
of Our Lord come to us in two slightly differing forms, each with its 
oim emphasis and message, 

In the Gospel according to St. Matthew (Matt 9:3-12), the mess~ 
age is clearly one of the spiritual conditions for citizenship in the 
Kingdom of Heaven: poverty of spirit, gentleness, siourning, hunger 
and thirst for righteousness and justice, mercifulness, purity of 
heart, peacefulness, willingness to endure persecc tion for the sake 
of right and Truth. In the Gospel accoréing to St. Luke, the empha- 
sis is somewhat different: we are told flatly that if we spend our e- 
nergies now seeking riches, culinary satisfaction, laughter and the 
good opinion of the world, we can only expect that we shall have al- 
ready had our reward when we come to the gates of the Kingdom of Hea~ 
ven...and be turned away. But if our devotion to the things of God 
leads---as it inevitably does if we are truly conmitted---to poverty, 
hunger, sadness and persecution---then when we come to the gates of 
the Kingdom we can hope to be welcomed into everlasting joy. Let us 
turn our attention to each of the specific phrases of the Beatitudes, 
with the hope and prayer that our ears and hearts may be opened in 
meekness and humility to truly hearing these words of Our Lord, and 
to acting upon them in our lives. 


BLESSED ARE THE POOR. 


St. Matthew's account of the Beatitudes begins ‘Blessed are the 
poor in spirit, for theirs is the Kingdon of Heaven.’ While St. Matt- 
hew speaks of the 'poor in spirit', St. Luke speaks simply of ‘the 
poor’, We may easily understand that it is possible to be grudgingly 
poor...poor against one's will. This is not the kind of 'poor' to whom 
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the Kingdom of Heaven is promised. Rather, it is to those who will- 
ingly accept the inevitability of poverty---by the world's standards 
=--for tiose who truly dedicate all their lives and energies to the 
Lord's service: it is to these that the Kingdom of Heaven is promised, 
As St, Luke relates the teaching, the point is emphasized: 'But woe 
unto you that are rich; you have received your consolation," Words 
such as these are doomed to fall onto deaf ears and twisting tongues 
in a self-gratifying materialist society such as that in which we 
live, Many words have been expended in trying to explain away Our 
Lord's persistent teaching that richness and the life of the Gospel 
cannot go hand in hand---even pervert the Gospel into a formula for 
financial success! But there it is: we must be not only poor, but 
willingly poor, if we wish to inherit the Kingdom. Of course, in 
these days almost everyone thinks he is poor.’ But only a moment of 
honesty is sufficient to make us see clearly that even those who are 
'poorest' in our midst are richer than most of the people to whom Our 
Lord spoke---and than most of the world's people even today. If we 
would honestly bear the name 'Christian', we must stop fooling our- 
selves and take to our hearts this call to voluntary poverty...to a 
veal and genuine simplicity of life. 


BLESSED ARE THE MEEK. 


‘An almost certain companion to such willing poverty is the meek- 
hess or gentleness to which Our Lord calls us: ‘Blessed are the meek, 
for they shall inherit the earth." It is not to the strong and pow 
erful and mighty that the goodness of Creation is ultimately promised, 
but to those who humbly, meekly and gently await the Lord's outpouring 
of His goodness upon them. In this age of ecological disaster, it is 
rapidly becoming apparent that the strong and powerful and mighty don't 
even know how to inherit the earth---but only how to destroy it. But 
as followers of Our Lord, we are called upon not to fight the powers 
of the world on their own turf, by their own weapons---but to remain 
in meekness and gentleness, awaiting the Lord to work out His pur- 
poses, His promise is that if we do so, He will overturn the iniqui- 
ties of the mighty, and return the earth to those to whom it right- 
fully belongs: to those whose lives are given in service to Him, ab- 
staining from the quest for material prosperity in favor of the life 
of the Gospel. 


BLESSED ARE THE MERCIFUL...» 


Willing poverty and gentleness are conditions of the life of the 
(cont'd, page 18) 
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DATELINE 1500/1979 AD. 


What fottoue is a prophecy reputedly given by. St. Nil Soreky (also 
known as St. Wilus the Athonite) is Fuscia about the year 1500 AD. 
Reprinted by permicsion from The Orthodox American, ve have been un- 
able to ascertain the original reference. So squarely on target 
that it might well be from the editorial page of tomorrou'e daily 
paper, it would be easily diemissed as a forgery---vere not the an- 
nale of Chriatian history filled with many such prophecies which 
history has proven to be entirely accurate. Unless we are blind and 
deaf like the idole our pagan society uorshipe, we can only be eleo- 
trified by these words--~and hopefully shaken into heeding the varn- 
ing they give us. 


"After the year 1900, toward the middle of the 20th century, 
the people of that time will become unrecognizable. When the time 
for the advent of the Antichrist approaches, people's minds will grow 
cloudy from carnal passions, and dishonor and lawlessness will grow 
stronger. Then the world will become unrecognizable, People's ap- 
pearances will change, and it will be impossible to distinguish men 
from women due to their shamelessness in dress and style of hair, 
These people will be cruel and will be like’ wild animals because of 
the temptations of the Antichrist. There will be no respect for pa~ 
rents and elders, love will disappear, and Christian pastors, bishops 
and priests will become vain men, completely failing to distinguish 
the righthand way from the left. At that time the morals and tradi- 
tions of Christians and the Church will change. People will abandon 
modesty, and dissipation will reign, Falsehood and greed will attain 
great proportions, and’ woe to those who pile up treasures. Lust, a- 
dultery, homosexuality, secret deeds and murder wil) rule in society. 
t that future time, due to the power of such great crimes and 
licentiousness, people will be deprived of the grace of the Holy Spi- 
rit, which they received in Holy Baptism, and equally of remorse, 

‘The Churches of God will be deprived of pious and God-fearing 
pastors, and woe to the Christians remaining in the world at that 
time; they will completely lose their faith because they will lack 
the opportunity of seeing the light of knowledge fron anyone at all. 
Then they will separate themselves out of the world in holy refuges 
in search of lightening their spiritual sufferings, but everywhere 
they will meet obstacles and constraints. And all this will result 
from the fact that the Antichrist wants to be lord over everything 
and become ruler of the whole universe, and he will produce miracles 

a (cont'd. page 12) 


and fantastic signs. He will also give depraved wisdom to an unhappy 
man so that he will discover a way by which one man can carry on a 
conversation with another from one end of the earth to the other. At 
that time men will also fly through the air like birds and descend to 
the bottom of the sea like fish, And when they have achieved all 
this, these unhappy people will spend their lives in comfort without 
knowing, poor souls, that it is the deceit of antichrist, And, the 
impious one!---he will so complete science with vanity that it will 
go of the right path and lead people to lose faith in the existence of 
God in three persons. 

“Then the All-good God will see the downfall of the human race 
and will shorten the days for the sake of those few who are being 
saved, because the enemy wants to lead even the chosen into tempta~ 
tion, if that is possible...then the sword of chastisement will sud- 
denly appear and kill the perverter and his servants. 


hook ho k hk kh ok tok hk kt 


FOR PARENTS ONLY 


---Thinking that three hours at any movie are harmless to the child, 
but that two hours of Church and Sunday School are too much for his 
nervous system, is just bad thinking. 

Giving him a nickel for the offering and fifty cents for the movies 
not only reveals a lack of values, but is unlikely to produce in 
dult life .a proportionate giver. 

“--Letting him listen to several hours of radio and television thril- 
Jers a day with no time for even short prayers and a few Bible verses 
is a criminal imbalance, 

---Being careful that junior has his weekday lessons, and caring not 
that he know his Sunday School lesson, makes for spiritual illiteracy. 
---Saying that a child must make his own decisions whether or not he 
should go to Church, is shirking parental responsibility. 


Reprinted by permission from The Orthodoz Herald Vol XXVIII Wo 7 
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AGAPE COMMUNITY NOTES 


TEMPLE OF THE ANNUNCIATION SERVICES 


SUNDAY SERVICES WEEKDAY FESTIVAL, SERVICES 
Vespers, Penance & Absolution Vespers on the Eve 5:30PM 
SAT, 5:30PM Liturgy of Preparation 
Liturgy of Preparation 7:45AM Orthros & Divine Liturgy 7:00AM 
Opthros € Divine Liturgy 8:00AM Vespers 5:30PM 
Sext 12:00N (on days indicated in the Calendar) 
Vespers 5:30PM 


NATIVITY SERVICES 


DAILY DIVINE OFFICE Fri, 22 Dec./% Jan. THE ROYAL HOURS 
Orthros § Prime 5:45AM Orthros § Prime 5:45AM; Terce 8AM; 
Terce 8:00AM —- Sext 12 noon; None 3PM; Vespers 
Sext 12:00N 5:30PM 
Vespers 5:30PM Sun, 24 Dec./6 Jan.: EVE OF THE NA- 
(times subject to some variation TIVITY. Usual Sunday services; 
as circumstances demand) Vespers 6 vigil begins at 6:30PM; 


Liturgy of St. Basil about midnight 
Confessions heard 1st Saturday of Hon. 25 Dec./7 Jan.: NATIVITY OF OUR 
the month from 4PM on; other times LORD JESUS. Prime 8AM; Terce 9:30 
by arrangement. AM; Sext 12 noons None 3PM; Vespers 
5:30PM. 


THE TEMPLE OF THE ANNUNCIATION-~-AT LAST! 


‘As the photographs in the centerfold---already a bit out of date 
---testify, the long-awaited presence at Agape of a 'proper' church 
building is at last a reality. Despite severe delays arising fron in- 
clement weather and equipment malfunctions, the building was ready--- 
more or less---for consecration as scheduled on the feast of the Protec- 
tion of the Theotokos (Sun, Oct. 1/14), As little as two weeks before 
the date, it seemed almost outrageous to suppose there was any hope: 
only then did the first logs begin to go down on the site, and many 
were still at the sawmill awaiting milling. After a cumner of fight- 
ing mud and réin for a few hours' work at a time, the labors were at 
last blessed with nearly steady good weather, aud the work proceeded 
rapidly...for what it was. Discovering and solving problems as they 
arose, learning a whole new craft along the way (notching and laying 
logs bears no resemblance to 'normal* carpentry)---by steady work and 
prayer, and occasional assistance from friends and passersby, the walls 
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rose day by day. On the Sunday before the consecration, the final go/ 
no go decision was made: Viadyka Trevor was told to come ahead---and 
pray for continued good weather. 

Even as the walls rose, barrowload upon barrowload of dirt and 
pock were moved onto the site, the beginnings of the packed-earth 
floor, It takes a lot of dirt to fill and build up a hole that size 
(we're still awaiting yet another load with which to finish it up). 

By Friday before consecration day, the workforce was growing---friends 
from the area, Viadyka Trevor from Philadelphia (who took over some 
of the decorative work---such as the painting of the Royal Gates), fi- 
nally Fr. Patrick from Virginia, Mid-afternoon on Saturday a minor 
design change was made---to permit completion at least of the walls & 
roof for the Altar: by that time it was obvious there was no hope of 
having a roof over the nave by Sunday, The beginnings of the roof 
structure over the Altar went up just as the sun went down on Satur- 
day, and the work was left to celebrate Vespers of the vigil at the 
old chapel, Provisions had been made for such an eventuality, and at 
11:00 that night under a brilliant moon and moving over frosted earth, 
Fr, Patrick & Fr. Donald returned to the site, switched on the work- 
lights (powered by the truck battery), and resumed work on the roof, 
An honest-to-goodness aZZ-night vigil was kept, and just as the sky 
lightened, the last piece of golden metal went on the roof over ‘the 
Altar. 

Setting in place of posts for the altars, hanging the Royal Gates 
and other last-minute preparations took far longer than anticipated. 
After repeated postponements (it began to sound like an airport story), 
the Divine Liturgy and Rite of Consecration were finally begun at 
the highly improper hour of 2:00PM or so. Beginning with the Great 
Blessing of Waters at the Cave Spring baptistry, the procession then 
left from the old chapel (which was at that time decommissioned and 
returned to secular use) for the solemn walk up the hollow---a joy- 
ful walk of over a mile carrying ikons, relics, and other items from 
the old chapel to the new Temple. Whether out of exhaustion or awe, 
no sound was heard for the whole distance, even from the little ones, 
saves the tinkling of bells of the censer and the occasional chant. 

The Divine Liturgy reached its conclusion only as darkness enve- 
loved the candlelit Temple---accompanied by freezing air. An ex- 
hausted and joyful cluster of Christians repaired to the Community 
House for a Festal meal---and speedily to bed! Vladyka Trevor re- 
mained with us throughout the day on Monday, as did Fr. Patrick; re- 
luctantly, we delivered them both to appropriate transport terminals 
in Nashville. 
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Blessed by continuing fair weather, work continued throughout 
the week on the rest of the Temple, and before the week was out the 
nave also had its roof and walls completed: in the latter task, Amy 
Elizabeth earned her aerial carpenter's helper's winged hammer. Tem- 
porary enclosures for the openings for transepts, windows, the High 
Place and west doors were made (of plastic), and a temporary west door 
nade and hung.’ Work---extrenely slow and tedicus---is underway to 
provide temporary chinking between the logs (final chinking cannot be 
done until the building has had ample opportunity to shrink and set- 
tle); at present the attempt to heat the building is somewhat like 
the problem of one who would carry water in a strainer. 

Certainly the Temple will continue to be somewhat rough for a 
long time to come, and there is far more work ahead than lies behin. 
interior panelling to be cut from the woods, sawed, planed, fitted 
(cedar for the ceiling, poplar for the walls); final layer for the 
earth floor---every bit of the dirt to be sifted and carefully le- 
velled; sycamore to be cut and planed for the great doors and deacon's 
doors, then the doors built and hung; much interior work to be done 
in the Altar---all this to say nothing of the need soon to add on the 
portico and eventually the transepts. We look ahead to the work with 
joy---even as we rejoiee in having in our midst such a place set a- 
side and consecrated to the worship of our Lord and God. Glory to Him! 


PRAISE THE LORD....! 


With fear and trembling---for errors and omissions are inevitable--- 
we give thanks for the many who have contributed work, funishings and 
funds toward the construction of the Temple. Conspicuous by their la~ 
bors were Mike McDonough, Sisquilanah, Pisquitaqualah, Chris’ Armstrong, 
Jerry, Mac Willoughby, Fr. Patrick, Vladyka Trevor, Sasha Fistunenko, 
Oscar and James Hale---to say nothing of assorted residents and men- 
bers of the parish/community. Even as we go to press, Nicholas Tere- 
by, visiting en route between points east and Dallas, is closing the 
vafter-gaps---no more birds or big winds in the Temple! The Royal 
Gates, paid for by Alma Compton, constructed at an absurdly low cost 
by Joe Hansberry, blacksmith at Cannonsburgh pioneer village, painted 
by Viadyka Trevor---a collective effort produced a truly beautiful 
work, Marie Rives provided marble for the tops of both altars (as 
well as a couple of pieces for the use of the Press), A time-honored 
bit of Orthodox architectural tradition---the lighting of the nave by 
a central crystal chandelier---was quite unexpectedly provided for by 
(cont'd. page vi) 
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THE TEMPLE OF THE AWNUNCIATION ON THE 

DAY FOLLOWING ITS CONSECRATION---work 

continued, of course, though at a some- 

what less hectic pace, At the far upper 

left can be seen a view through the Royal 

Gates of the Altar of Preparation; beside it a frontal view of the High 
altar through the Royal Gates. Below left is a view of the Temple---still 
without a roof over the nave---from the south. Above left are Fr, Donald, 
vladyka Trevor, 

Patrick before a 

the Royal Gates, To the right, fr. Donald [= 

risks the holy heights to remove the end 


lathe-boards, left untrimsed ig the 
all-night vigil of roofing work (see story) 
awaiting better visibility. At right, 


braces still in place awaiting completion 
of roof-plates and tie-beams over the 
nave, the ikonostasis seen through the 
west doors (or rather what will be the 
west doors!), As this issue goes to press, 
the nave has been completed, all large 
openings covered with plastic, and tempo- 
rary winterization is in process...in hope 
that the recently-installed heater will 
make its presence moreemphatically felt. 


the donation of same by Dr. & Mrs. Ron Messier---the same being re- 
moved from their front hallway! The last issue noted the generous 
donations both of furnishings and funds by Holy Protection Monastery 
at Oklahoma City, Further funds have been provided by Mac Willough- 
by, Herbert Davis, Vladyka Trevor and Holy Resurrection Parish, Ni- 
cholas Terebey---and a small donation from a delightful soul we know 
only as ‘the broadaxe man’, who had earlier sold us several of the 
tools used in the construction of the Temple. The sawmill work was 
done at a reduced price by Cecil Johnson; materials provided by De 
Kalb County Hardware and Lebanon Distributors were discounted. For 
all these---and any others inadvertently omitted---we give thanks to 
the Lord, asking His blessing upon their generosity. 


THE OTHER SIDE.... 


Despite our early intentions to the contrary, it became apparent that 
there was no way the Temple could be roofed over before heavy winter 
Weather made further work impossible unless we were willing to préceed 
on faith and charge some of the materials. Despite the utilization 
of all available Community resources and the generous contributions 
noted above, there still remain some unpaid bills, While we shall 
certainly eventually be able to pay these off by our own labors (even 
if we thereby test the patience of some of the creditors), we would 
invite any who feel drawn to share in the work of building the Temple 
to contribute toward their elimination. No further work requiring 
any cash expenditures will be done until these bills are paid. Bal- 
ance due sawmill---$120; balance due roofing material supplier---$350; 
balance due Dekalb County Hardware for miscellaneous materials and 
chainsaw maintenance/repair---$130; balance due St. Joseph's Workshop 
for handwritten ikon of the Annunciation, oak frame for same & shipp~ 
ing costs---§125. It may be of interest to note in an age of six- 
digit costs for church buildings that total expenses so far for the 
Temple (including the above unpaid bills) are in the neighborhood of 
$1300-$1500. 


THE FARM REPORT 


Due to all the above, not much to report! Molly and foal are doing 
fine. The honey crop was excellent---and a most welcome treat. Corn 
no way! By mid-September it was obvious there was no hope of 
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the crop maturing. A cool and wet summer following upon the late 
planting determined that the best hope was that the crop might be 
cut and shocked for winter feed---if heavy frost would hold off till 
after the completion of the Temple, Time simply couldn't be spared 
for it before then, A heavy frost a couple of nights before the con- 
recration put an end to that hope---so we have a field full of corn 
waiting to be chopped down for winter mulch and soil-building. The 
crop also made it apparent that the field is pretty serioously de- 
pleted and in need of several years of fallowing, haycutting, green- 
manuring and rebuilding---so that's what the next years hold for the 
field in which the Temple is situated, Gardens and smaller corn 
crops will have to be grown elsewhere, This winter's wheat crop we 
must forego, again a consequence of work on the Temple---now that 
we're finally beginning to catch up, it's too late to risk it. Win- 
ter wood supply is nonexistent even yet--~just managed to get in e- 
hough to tide us over until this issue of the magazine is out, plus 
a little for a few days of bad weather. The Lord is being very kind 
---very mild weather after our early cold spell, so needs for fire- 
wood are still minimal. Late summer and fall seem to have more or 
less fled out from under us without our noticing their passing---if 
winter does the same, maybe we won't need much firewood! The ducks 
donated by Holy Protection Monastery seem to be flourishing, Tor a 
while they got the wanderlust, and a few either got lost or fell 
prey to a varmint. The remainder seem to have gotten the message & 
now reliably come home at night to the safety of their shed. Too 
early to say how they'll measure up against chickens as egg-layers 
-but we are hopeful! 


PEOPLE AND PLACES 


For once, everybody is pretty much in place! Fr. Don, Matushka Jack- 
ie, Mary Sara 6 Matthew made a quick trip shortly after the conse- 
cration of the Temple---the ultimate objective the capturing of a 
spare-parts car at Front Royal, VA (donated by Fr. Patrick) which 
may extend the lifespan of our aging Chevy II. First stage led to 
Newport, TN and a pleasant visit with Ray and Sylvia Snader (where 
all but Fr. Don remained)---perhaps the oldest ‘friends of Agape'--- 
it was at their hone that Fr. Don and Jackie met. Everyone's energy 
since then has been oriented to restoring some semblance of order to 
the chaos created by the whirlwind of activity in the final weeks of 
work on the Temple. It has been a special joy to be able to main- 
tain a regular recitation of the Daily Office (even if in a somewhat 
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Limited form). Mary Sara's schooling has begun in earnest, and she 
is making good progress is reading and writing. NOTE to any who may 
be trying to help a child learn to read: Mary Sara seems able much 
more easily to learn to write---and thereby incidentally to read--~ 
than to learn reading directly. Kinesthesia at work! 


YOUR PRAYERS. 
-seare requested on behalf of Matushka Jackie as she carries and nou- 
rishes her sixth child, who is expected to see the light of day early 
next summer. We rejoice in this blessing of the Lord, and hope and 
pray for a safe, healthy and easy pregnancy and delivery, 


‘A REMINDER 10 OUR FRIENDS 


Since Agape Conmunity uses the Church Calendar, the Nativity Fast be- 
gins on 15/28 November and continues until the celebration of the Na~ 
tivity on 25 Dec./7 Jan, While we would be delighted to see any of 
our friends who might be able to stop here during the world's 'Christ- 
mas holidays', please remember that this will still be for us a fast 
season, and plan accordingly. Such gifts as are within our means 
will be given and received here on the Feast of St. Nicholas (6/19 
Dec.) and at the Feast of Theophany (6/19 Jan.)---we deem it best to 
renove this practice entirely fron the Feast of the Nativity of Our 
Lord. 


NOTES FOR SIMPLE LIVING 


Rodents are a problem in any country house...and many city houses. 
Most mousetraps are problematical, but we accidentally discovered a 
very effective and simple one: a deep can or barrel with a bit of 
grain in the bottom. Mice seem awfully good at getting into barrels, 
but not so good at getting out. Complete with one avid cat, Also a 
a fine way to encourage a young kitten to become a good mouser! 


FOR FURTHER HINTS--~ 


and a good and delightful paper, send a few $$ to Richard Fahey at 
the Christian Homesteading Movement, Oxford, NY 13830, requesting his 
occasional newsletter. Excellent material there, as well as news of 
their life which has much to teach us all. 
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ORTHODOX WORSHIP AND LIFE III: 
Spiritual Senuality 


Human beings were created by God with five senses (or so we 
customarily say. To a materialist, their only apparent purpose is 
for a self-indulgent pleasure-centered life. To a puritan dualist, 
they appear only as temptations of the devil, to be curbed and sup- 
pressed as rigorously as possible, To an Orthodox Christian, it is 
obvious that one of their principal functions is in the worship and 
Divine Service of the Church, Not a single sense is left uninvolved 
in Orthodox Christian worship; it is with our whole selves that we 
are called to worship and serve our Creator. 

‘The involvement of our hearing in worship is perhaps most con- 
spicuous, What may be not quite so obvious is that there are diffe- 
rent kinde of hearing, different kinds of sound. In some instances 
=--as for instance in the preaching ot the Good News---it is the 
specific verbal and conceptual content of the words which is most vi- 
tally, perhaps exclusively, important. But in other instances, the 
conceptual value of the words fades into a lesser degree of impor- 
tance, matched and perhaps even overshadowed by the words (and the 
chant to which the words are sung), The proclamation of the Holy 
Gospel perhaps is the summit of both: no more important concepts and 
ideas can be imagined, and yet it is far more than mere ideas which 
fill the air when these most sacred of all words and phrases are 
flung forth upon the chant of deacon or priest, attended not only by 
the responsive vibration of the people present but as well by the 
heavenly choirs. Another dimension of this more-than-just-hearing 
words is readily apparent in the repetitive prayer which character- 
izes our worship, This is not 'vain repetition’, but rather the in- 
sistence of a responsive heart which, even as it beats continually, 
sings out over and over again 'Lord, have mercy!" In these simple 
words---and others used similarly---are wrapped up the fulness of 
our awareness of ourselves and the needs of the people of God. Again, 
this is a 'sound' which far transcends the mere verbal content of the 
words. 

The Word of God enters into us not only through our ears, but 
equally through our eyes. What we hear is sometimes all too easily 
processed into a rationalized sort of religion which is dry and de- 
void. of the intensity which characterizes Truth. Just as Our Lord 
spoke in images of the surrounding daily life and of nature to those 
who flocked to listen to Him centuries ago, even today He does not 
shun the Gospel-in-pictures. Unlike the sloppy sentimentalism of 
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much 'religious' art of the West, the Holy Ikons convey to us with 
immediacy, directness and a minimum of rationalization the full im- 
pact of the Gospel and its fulfillment in the Living Body of Christ. 
Even the simplest and least educated may come to understand and ap- 
preciate much of the Faith simply through attentive awareness of the 
Ikons. Perhaps even more importantly, the best educated and most 
‘sophisticated’ may be taught by them to lay aside that human 'wis- 
dom’ which leads only to empty speculations and to becone 'as a lit- 
tle child’---and so able to inhérit the Kingdom. 

Our sight-worship is not limited to learning. We are called to 
an awareness of our God and of the splendor that rightfully surrounds 
Hin, manifested in the offering of the best that we have for service 
in the one place set aside exclusively for His worship. Flickering 
lamps and candles not only provide illumination and pinpoint focal 
centers of attention: they are part of our 'whole-burnt offering’, 

@ contant reminder that even as the wax and ofl are consumed in them, 
80 we ourselves are called.to be consumed in the scorching flame of 
Truth, Altars and those who serve at them are wrapped in fine fab- 
rics and richly decorated---not for their own glorification, but ra~ 
ther that by such offerings we may be brought to an exalted aware- 
hess of the wonder of our God---not a merely cerebral awareness, but 
an awareness penetrating the whole fibre of our beings. 

No less significant in the creation of this awareness is the in- 
volvenent of our sense nell in our worship, While we much less 
often think about our olfactory impressions, they are actually of 
great importance in orienting us to the reality which surrounds us. 
Motels smell like motels, and no one will ever be fooled in the 
depths of his heart into thinking he is at home, Likewise hospitals, 
train stations, etc.---and no place smells like grandma's kitchen 
except perhaps another grandma's kitchen. The Church, too, has its 
distinctive smell---a smell characterized by fragrant incense, bees- 
wax, lamp ofl, and perhaps a certain mustiness. While we may per- 
fectly well pray most anywhere, we may well have difficulty fully en- 
gaging ourselves in worship (which can only be an activity of the 
whole person) except in a place hallowed by the Presence of the con- 
secrated Body and Blood of Our Lord and characterized by appropriate 
sights, sounds---and smells. Pernaps this is part of the reason for 
which, by custom, the first thing done before celebrating any Service 
in a place other than a consecrated Church building is to sprinkle 
the place with Holy Water and.go about it thoroughly with the smok- 
ing censer. [It is worth noting before leaving the matter that the 
traditional teaching of the Church---reaching even to pre-Incarnation 


aT 


times as found in the book of Tobit---is that incense, specifically 
frankincense, while good-smelling to people, is quite intolerable to 
demons. ] 

It may seem perhaps to belabor the point, but we cannot be too 
insistent in our observation that worship is a function of the whole 
human being, Anything which purports to be worship and leaves any 
dimension of what it means to be human uninvolved is in that measure 
deficient. The Church commands the involvement of our senses of 
taste and touch in our worship, and provides proper channels for their 
use. [We may observe in passing that wherever ‘Christian’ worship 
has become deficient and has failed to involve the whole man, almost 
without fail there have arisen disorderly and even antiChristian sub- 
stitutes attempting to satisfy the basic need and yearning for such 
wholeness.] In addition to the regular reception of the Blessed Sac- 
rament, the Church also involves our sense of taste in our worship 
as we receive the prosphoron (the blessed bread remaining from the 
Preparation distributed at the end of the Liturgy---and daily in ma- 
ny homes and Churches), the various blessed festival breads prepared 
on special occasions throughout the year, the koliva prepared for 
services for the departed, and eggs and meat, fruit and vegetables 
offered at Pascha and harvest-times, We are quite literally "brought 
down to earth' in our worship as we are called upon to fall upon our 
faces and knees in awe and penitence, feeling the earth beneath us 
even as we reach upward with our hearts, Our lips touch the Ikons, 
the Cross, the Gospel Book, the Chalice, the priest's or bishop's ~ 
hand---a gesture of love and reverence for the means by which the 
Lord communicates His Grace to us. Such gestures not only express, 
but also help to grow and cultivate, that love and reverence in our 
hearts. 

While it would be possible to explore at much greater length the 
involvement of the senses in Orthodox Christian worship, perhaps the 
foregoing is sufficient to make us more keenly awaie of the thorough- 
ness with which Our Lord in His Church both ministers to and calls 
forth the participation of man as a bodily, sensual creature. While 
the Faith calls us out of ‘the world', it does not call us out of 
the Creation, We turn our attention next to the harmony of true 
Christian worship with the fulness of the Lord's Creation. 


NEXT ISSUE: Worship and the Creation 
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WORTHY TO BE READ... 


There are limited sources of good periodical literature for those in- 
terested in true Orthodox Christianity, Few of these are to be found 
in many bookstores, or perhaps even in church bookracks. We hope it 
will be of value for our readers for us to indicate here some of these 
which we have found to be useful. from time to time the list will be 
reprinted, with additions as others come to our attention. The brief 
notes on each are intended not as ‘judgements’ on their worth, but 

as clues to the purposes which they might reasonably be expected to 
serve. 


ORTHODOX WORD, St. Herman of Alaska Brotherhood, Platina, CA 96076. 
Excellent general reading. Lives of the Saints, excerpts from 
classic Orthodox writings, current commentary, Particular atten 
tion to materials concerning the western Orthodox (pre-schism) 
tradition. $7/yr.; $12/2 yrs.; $16/3 yrs. 6 issues/year. 

ORTHODOX LIFE, Holy Trinity Monastery, Jordanville, NY 13361, Fine 
companion to the foregoing. A bit heavier, sometimes a little 
rougher going in its language (but still readily comprehensible to 
the average reader), Much the same kind of material, but with a 
bit more attention to the specifically Russian tradition and to 
current conditions in Russia and the Russian community in exile. 
Lives of the Saints usually somewhat more ample, $8/yr.3 $14/ 

2 yr.5 $18/3 yr. 6 issues/year. 

NIKODEMOS, PO Box 372, Etna, CA 96027, Issues we have seen indicate 
that NIKODEMOS is rapidly growing into a fitting companion for the 
foregoing two. Coming from a western convert to Orthodoxy, it 
speaks well to the American mind, More attention to ‘practical’ 
problems of living the Faith in the contemporary world. No fixed 
subscription price...a generous donation is in order. 

THE ORTHODOX HERALD, PO Box 9, Hunlock Cr., PA 1621. An entirely 
different kind of paper, valuable for its brief notes on current 
news in the Orthodox world, editorial commentary, and brief arti- 
cles on specific aspects of Orthodox religious practice. Recipes 
for traditional Orthodox foods, $2/yr. Monthly. 

THE ORTHODOX AMERICAN, 4918 Milwee St., Houston, TX 77092. A new 
paper, partly a ‘house organ’ for the Orthodox Church, American 
Jurisdiction. If the maiden issue is representative, it will be 
a valuable source for news of much interest to all Orthodox Chris- 
tians, as well as some well-though theological material. $5/yr. 
Quarterly. 
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ST, VLADIMIR'S THEOLOGICAL QUARTERLY, 575 Scarsdale Rd., Crestwood, 
NY 10707. Heavier going than any of the above, heavily influenced 
by the American academic quarterly tradition. Unlikely to sig- 
nificantly deepen anyone's spiritual life, but occasionally of 
real value for its historical and theological material. Quarter- 
ly. $10/yr. 

THE GOOD SHEPHERD, 3500 Coltrane Rd., Oklahoma City, OK 73121. From 
an Old Catholic source, dedicated to recovering the authentic Or- 
thodox tradition of western Europe. Excellent Lives of the Saints 
(mostly pre~schism western) and historical material concerning the 
struggle in the west to resist the inroads of the papal erosion 
of the true Faith. $6/12 issues, Irregular publication schedule, 

THE DAWN, 1180 NW 99th St., Miami, FL 33150, House organ of the Dio- 
cese of the South, Orthodox Church in American, Predominantly di- 
ocesan news, but a sufficient portion of each issue is given over 
to pastoral and theological articles of general concern to make 
it valuable for all who would understand the Faith. Of special 
interest to some: a Spanish-language section, apparently (we don't 
read Spanish very well!) primarily teaching material. $4.00/yr. 
Monthly. 
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ON HOLY IKONS 


Ikons are not ornamental, but sacred objects. They are not paint- 
ings, mural decorations, but vehicles of Divine Grace, ladders which 
lead to Heaven, figures of things celestial. They represent the King- 


dom of Heaven, Paradise, with Christ in His glory, surrounded by His 
saints, like celestial bodies which receive their light from one ano- 
ther, being illumined by the light of His Divinity, Ikons are the i- 
mages of the new creation, of the imperishable and eternal world. 
They are images of man's deification, accomplished by the session of 
the worshipful, resurrected body of the Saviour at the right of God 
in the Heavens. (...) 

These sacred objects cannot be fashioned as ve please, according to 
our. carnal tastes; neither can we place them where we want...among the 
profane objects of the world, In every home there shouid’be a corner 
reserved for holy objects: holy water, the Gosye, aud holy books, 
with an oil lamp always burning (Ex 27:20f), where also there arises 
that incense which is both perceptible anc spiritual: our prayer. 
br. A. Kalomiros 


Reprinted by permission fron THE ORTHOLCY 
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Kingdom; but no less so is the necessity that we be treated merci- 
fully by Our Lord: not one of us can live a life which will not re- 
quire generous doses of His mercy! As St. Matthew relates Our Lord's 
teaching, ‘Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.' 
The price for our being treated with mercy is quite simple and direct: 
that we treat others with mercy. If we do not forgive, we shall not 
be forgiven, It would be easy enough to say 'of course’ and pass on 
but let us pause a moment and look closely at our own personal 
lives. Let us also look at the behaviour of the society in which we 
live---and which for the most part we support by our action or inac- 
tion, as well as by our tax dollars. Are we merciful? How do we 
treat the brother or sister or neighbor who has offended us? How do 
we treat the business partner who has cheated us? For some reason, 
the courts are chronically overloaded...perhaps it's because not ma- 
ny of us are merciful. How do we treat the drunkard who has offended 
us, the burglar who steals from us, the drug-user or even pusher? 
Dare we walk with open eyes through the courts and jails and prisons 
and death-cells---of this land, of our own state and county and 
city...and say 'Yes, Lord, I am merciful'? Indeed, what we shall see 
there are our own actions: even as Our Lord was crucified by a whole 
people, indeed a whole world, Our Lord's demand is quite unconfort- 
able for us, and it is easy to fall prey to the temptation to explain 
it away. But Jesus leaves us little room for chiseling. If we would 
try to put some comfortable explanation on 'merciful', we have only 
to continue a few verses to hear ‘But I say unto you, that ye resist 
not evil: but whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to 
him the other also.' If we would yield to this temptation, perhaps 
we need only ask ourselves whether we wish the Lord to use our inter- 
pretation of ‘merciful’ when it comes time for Him to be merciful to 
us. Probably not! 


BLESSED ARE THE PURE IN HEART.... 


Mercy we mist have, but far more than that is promised: 'Blessed 
are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.' Of all the ‘rewards’ 
promised in the Beatitudes, this is surely the greatest. It stands 
to reason, then, that its condition---purity of heart---must be the 
greatest demand laid upon us. Mere 'moral behaviour’ is far less than 
what is called for here. It is quite possible (though very difficult) 
for men to be good, decent, of high moral standards and behaviour--- 
and yet be far fron any remote possibility of entering into the Kin, 
dom of God---let alone of 'seeing God’. This purity of heart of which 
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Our Lord speaks is an absolute single-mindedness and single-will in 
the pursuit of the Kingdon, It is none other than the willingness to 
forsake alZ of the pleasures and comforts and consolations of this 
world for the sake of the Gospel: not only riches and friends and fa- 
mily and worldly happiness, but even our own lives and selves. He 
who is pure of heart cannot and does not attempt to ‘serve two mas- 
ters'---but only the one Lord God, The rules of the game are such 
that if one truly serves only the Lord, and in no wise the world, it 
is a virtual certainty that all the world's rewards will be taken a- 
way from him, Freed of the entanglements of the world, perhaps he 
becomes able to see God. Dare we take up the challenge? Dare we 
give up ourselves to such purity? Or will we settle for less- 
preaching and living a pseudo-Gospel of compromise, of a 'mercy' that 
destroys and a ‘poverty! which leaves us more self-indulgent and 
self-deluded even than before? 


BLESSED ARE THEY WHO DO HUNGER AND THIRST... ; 
BLESSED ARE THE PEACEMAKERS.« 


St, Luke's version of the Beatitudes tells us simply ‘Blessed 
are ye that hunger now, for ye shall be filled.’ St. Matthew indi- 
cates that Our Lord was concerned not only with bodily hunger, but 
also with a yearning for something beyond: ‘Blessed are they wh do 
hunger and thirst after righteousness.’ The concern for our own ma- 
terial satisfaction must give way to an even greater concern for the 
well-being of aZZ men, If our concern really ia for the well-being 
of all mankind, then no doubt we shall find ourselves hungry enough: 
a full belly leads neither to effective prayer nor effective action. 

Nowhere, perhaps, is this more true than in our calling to bring 
peace into a world characterized by violence, hostility and bitter 
conflict: ‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the 
children of God. In a world as sick of war as ours is, we should 
perhaps to scratch a bit to find many who would glorify its horrors. 
But what few would be so foolish as to glanorize, many would defend 
and accept as a necessary evil. Such a defense, however, has little 
in common with Qur Lord's teaching. Nowhere do we hear ‘Blessed are 
the warriors....' Rather, lest we have any doubts as to the meaning 
of "Blessed are the peacemakers...', just a bit.later we are told 
"You have learned how it was said ‘Eye for eye and tooth for tooth.' 
But I say this to you: offer the wicked man no resistance. On the 
contrary, if anyone hits you on the right cheek, offer him the other 
as well; if a man takes you to law and would have your tunic, let 
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him have your cloak as well, And if anyone orders you to go one mile, 
go two miles with him..., You have learned how it was said: You must 
love your neighbor and hate your enemy. But I say this to you: love 
your enemies and pray for those who persecute you...." (Matt 5:38-4Sa) 
It is not only with large-scale warfare that Our Lord is concerned 
when he speaks of the 'peacemakers'---but as well of our conduct with- 
in our own families, and in the resolution of social and community 
conflicts, Do we truly seek peaceful solutions---which are for the 
best good of all concerned---or do we take our stance resolutely and 
belligerently upon that answer to any conflict which best suits our 
own interests and desires? 1t is indeed the very weapons and tools 
of the devil which Our Lord calls us to lay aside if we would be num- 
bered among the children of Uur Father in heaven, If we try to ima~ 
gine Our Lord holding a rifle or commanding a missile station or fol- 
lowing up a pack of police dogs or standing as prosecutor in a law- 
court, we rapidly see the vanity of all rationalizations of the 'ne- 
cessity' of the ways of violence and destruction which typity the world, 


BLESSED ARE THEY TAT MOURN. 


+ssfor they shall be comforted’; or, in St. Luke's version 'Blessed 
are ye that weep, for ye shall laugh’ and ‘Woe unto you that laugh 
now, for you shal] mourn and weep.' The state of a world separated 
from and in disobedience to its Creator gives little cause for laugh- 
ter, but only for tears, True laughter is unknown in this world--- 
what passes for laughter arises either fron a false understanding of 
what we see, or fron self-delusion. This is nowhere more apparent 
than in the hollow, fake, canned laughter which accompanies much te- 
levision progranming. The only function of such laughter is to dis- 
tract us from and cover up the sad reality around us, 

But if the world around us is a sad reality (and no laughing mat- 
ter), the truth of our own interior state is even sadder. Even though 
we may do little gross external evil, within we are ‘whitewashed tombs! 
Who among us would presume to say that he had attained union with God? 
And yet, so long as there is the slightest alienation from our Crea- 
tor, there can be little cause for laughter...except as an excape. 

The awareness of our own internal corruption increases as we grow 
more deeply in Our Lord's ways---those who appear most obviously to 
be 'saints' are precisely those most deeply aware of their own sin- 
fulness. Thus it is that, if we will, we can understand why through- 
out the Church's history so many of the Fathers have insisted that 
only bathed in tears at our own sinfulness dare we approach the Lord's 
Presence. 
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BLESSED ARE THEY WHICH ARE PERSECUTED..... 


Blessing those who are persecuted, Our Lord concludes the bene- 
dictions: 'Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness’ 
sake: for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven, Blessed are ye, when men 
shall revile you, and persecute you, ahd shall say all manner of evil 
against you falsely, for my sake, Rejoice, and be, exceeding glad: 
for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you." St. 
Luke's account is equally forceful: 'Blessed are ye, when men shall 
hate you, and when they shall separate you from their company, and 
shall reproach you, and cast out your name as evil, for the Son of 
Man's sake. Rejoice ye in that day, and leap for joy: for behold, 
your reward is great in heaven: for in the like manner did their fa~ 
‘thers unto the prophets. (,..) Woe unto you, when all men shall speak 
well of you: for so did their fathers unto the false prophets.' This 
is the ‘bottom line’ of all the Beatitudes---the 'payoff'. There is 
virtual certainty that anyone who seriously follows Our Lord's injunc- 
tions shall be hated and persecuted and reviled---perhaps even by 
those most conspicuously identifiable as ‘men of God', 

He who willingly embraces poverty is likely to hear himself cal- 
led ‘lazy’. One who weeps and mourns in his heart and soul for the 
sinfulness he sees in himself and the world is certain to be called 
a spreader of gloom, One who learns meekness and gentleness will be 
reviled as weak and spineless. He who gives himself up to hunger 
and thirst -is certain to be called a masochist, Those who ardently: 
seek righteousness and justice are doomed to be called radicals or 
worse. He who learns what true mercy is and attempts to practice it 
shall be called a coddler and pamperer of criminals. Those who ap- 
proach the awesome purity of heart demanded of those who would see 
God are doomed to be dismissed---or hounded---as fanatics. The peace- 
maker is denounced as an unpatriotic coward. The world has no end 
of nasty names for the few true Christians who walk in its midst: 
for only so can it hide from the truth’ concerning itself. But for 
those vast legions of compromisers who peddle a watered-down and 
comfortable Gospel, with all the disquieting demands explained away, 
the world has nothing but words of praise. for so did our ancestors 
treat the false prophets..... 
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(cont'd. from page 2) consider that it is the New Calendrists who 
put the Old Calendrists in jail and closed down their churches in 
Greece. Yet it is the Old Calendrists who are classified as being 
‘petty’ and ‘fanatical’, But actions speak louder than words, and 
80 we see who are the real fanatics---fanatics for the world and for 
integrating with this death-bearing world from which Christ came to 
deliver us. Just as Jesus Christ conquered the world, so we must 
vonquer it---not placate it or work out some type of integration or 
"peaceful coexistence’ with it. Those who prefer the New Calendar 
because it enables them to pal around with their worldly-pagan friend: 
at supposed ‘Christmas’ and 'Easter' should be reminded that St 
Janes the Apostle has declared that those who simply desire to be 
friends of the world are thereby made enemies of God. When I saw the 
announcement of your adopting the genuine ecclesiastical calendar. 
and I thought of how the objections would be raised, I was reminded 
of the young Russian Orthodox choir director who once boasted to se- 
veral of us that a proof of his broadmindedness was his going out 
and partying with his friends on the civil New Year's Eve, instead 
of keeping the Advent fast. Since he hadn't asked my opinion, I said 
nothing, but often through the years I have soberly asked myself if 
this young, ‘liberal’ Orthodox man will be willing to stand with his 
pagan friends before the ‘dread judgement seat of Christ’, rather 
than to stand with those who have followed the traditions laid down 
by our holy Fathers. forgive me for making such an exposition of 
this, but I am really inspired by your confession of genuine Ortho- 
doxy through your adoption of the Church Calendar. (No, it is rot 
the 'Julian' Calendar, It is the Church Calendar---taken by the 
Church and sanctified by its being transformed into an instrument of 
divine worship.) It seems evident to me that very soon the ecumeni- 
cal-minded will establish between themselves a common date for the 
celebration of Pascha. They are already celebrating a supposed 
Birth of Christ, so that is the logical step. Then, even though it 
is indeed a small thing, the following of the traditional Church Ca- 
lendar will be a major trait of pure orthodoxy of belief and practice 
Yes, it is indeed a ‘small thing’, but so also was the little bottle 
of precious ointment which St, Mary poured out so freely as an off- 
ering to Christ the Saviour. May God and His Holy Mother bless us 
that He will be able to say of us, in the final analysis---as He did 
of St. Mary---'They have done what they could.'- Thanks be to God, 
Who has called us away from this world, 

(3) Especially I wish to congratulate you on your wonderful mode 
of presenting these ‘thorny’ questions and issues which inspire so 

(cont'd. page 23) 


aa=22--- 


many in the bosom of the Church to rancor and bitterness of express- 
jon, There is no reason in the world why the Christian faith cannot 
be presented with great firmness and insistence, but without the nas- 
tiness and shrillness which characterize so many writings of those 
who consider themselves zealous for the house of God. Peevishness 
of disposition has never been a trait of Christian character, that I 
can discover, Too many of us who have escaped from 'Christian' pa- 
ganism fall into the error of thinking that the more acid (or down- 
right nasty) we can be in speaking of the vagaries of either Protes- 
tantism or Roman Catholicism, the more truly Orthodox and Catholic we 
prove ourselves to be. This just simply is not so. And so again I 
would like to express my admiration for your beautifully sensible and 
sober presentation of these explosive issues. The only people who 
could possibly be offended are those who are simply in the wrong. 

Yours in the service of JESUS 

through Mary, 

Abbot George Burke 

Holy Protection Monastery 

Oklahoma City, OK 
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